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Foreword: 
ABOUT THIS BOOK: 


This book comprises of translation of two pivotal articles by Prof. Dr. 
Khurshid Ahmad, providing essential insights for Islamic movements 
worldwide. These articles are crucial for understanding the scope and 
approach of Islamic activism. The translator has added some of his 


reflections in the comment boxes. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 


Professor Dr. Khurshid Ahmad (b. 
March 23, 1932) is a polymath scholar, 


distinguished economist, renowned 


philosopher, and tireless Islamic 
activist from Pakistan. 


HIS QUALIFICATIONS: 


Prof. Ahmad's academic journey includes studies in economics and Islamic 
law at Government College University in Lahore and a PhD in Economics 
from the University of Leicester. 


HIS POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 


Prof. Khursheed Ahmad’s engagement with the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) 
began in the early 1950s, where he was deeply influenced by Maulana 
Abul Ala Maududi’s critique of Western civilization. As a committed 
member of JI, Prof. Ahmad played a key role in law and policy reforms in 
Pakistan, including serving with the Planning Commission of the Govt. of 


Pakistan as Deputy Chairman, where he contributed to the Islamization of 
Pakistan's economy. He also contested for a technocrat seat in the 2002 
general elections under the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) alliance, 
reinforcing his position in reformist politics. 


HIS SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTIONS: 


His significant contributions to Islamic economic jurisprudence have 
shaped the field profoundly. He founded the Institute of Policy Studies 
(IPS) in 1979 and has been a leading figure in integrating Islamic 
principles with economic theory and practice. He has authored numerous 
books and countless articles. He has played a phenomenal role in the 
compilation, translations, and transmission of the works of the most 
notable scholar of our time, Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi. 


His scholarly achievements have earned him prestigious awards, including 
the King Faisal International Prize and Pakistan's Nishan-e-Imtiaz. Prof. 
Khursheed Ahmad’s extensive contributions to Islamic economics and his 
leadership in various national and international organizations underscore 


his enduring commitment to Islamic economic thought and Islamic values. 


His legacy is marked by a lifelong dedication to the principles of Jamaat- 
e-Islami and a significant influence on both academic and political 


spheres. 


Islamic Movement: Priorities and 
Expectations 


Published in Tarjuman-ul-Quran in the April 2010 edition. 


What is meant by Islamic movement? 


Beyond a shadow of a doubt, Islam is a complete way of life in every 
aspect. The term "Islam" alone suffices to capture the essence of Allah's 
message and that of His Messenger (peace be upon him). Given this, it is 
essential to understand why we have introduced the term "movement" in 


conjunction with Islam and what we mean by an "Islamic movement." 


The term "Islamic movement" does not imply altering or adding to the 
religion but signifies understanding and expressing the message, mission, 
and role model set by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in a 
manner relevant to today. The 23 years of the Prophet’s mission, both in 
Mecca and Medina, illustrate a consistent and cohesive approach. This 
includes adapting to circumstances, prioritizing certain aspects, selecting 
specific methods, and avoiding others. His life embodies a continuous, 
integrated journey of dawah and struggle for the divine. 


Key constituents of being an Islamic movement 


In summary, the concept of an Islamic movement can be distilled into 
several key elements. At its core is Rabbaniyyah, which involves 
recognizing and connecting with our Creator, Master, and Lord while 
distancing ourselves from worldly distractions. This recognition is central 
to our duty as human beings to act as God’s Khalifa on Earth, which is the 
essence of stewardship and forms the foundation of a Muslim's life. To 
effectively fulfill this role, we need guidance, which comes from two main 
sources: the Qur'an, the Book of Allah, and the Sunnah of the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). This guidance helps us perform our 
duties as Khalifas. The ultimate aim of stewardship is to obey our 
Creator’s commands, establish a connection with Him, love Him, turn 


towards Him, and seek His pleasure and approval, ultimately striving to 


attain Paradise—our highest aspiration and desire. 


Four stations in the journey 


A person of knowledge has beautifully articulated this concept in four key 
points: 


e The first stage involves turning away from the world and returning to 
the Lord, meaning "JI oll äl Go" — severing ties with the world 
and people to establish and maintain a connection solely with Allah. 

e The second stage is "Ul go," which means being immersed in the 
color of Allah's guidance. It signifies becoming wholly devoted to 
Allah, so that there remains no difference between the way of life 
that pleases Allah and the way we live our life. This is what is meant 
by being "DI go.” 

e However, this is not the end of the journey. After reaching this 
height, the most important journey begins — choosing to rebuild the 
world as a representative of Allah, navigating the tumultuous and 
dangerous paths of reconstruction. Allama Iqbal considers this to be 
where the paths of tasawuf and prophethood separate. The ultimate 
goal for a Sufi is attaining closeness to Allah. After achieving such 
proximity through divine light and knowledge, the Sufi considers 
everything fulfilled. In contrast, the role of the Prophet [and those 
who truly follow them] is to attain the pinnacle of divine closeness 
and then retum back to humanity. The Prophet [and those who 
follows their path] bring the light, guidance, and insight they have 
received to people, illuminating their lives, the entire universe, and 
history. The elder who elaborated this path has beautifully articulated 
the third stage as "bl l «Jl Qo" — after reaching Allah's door, 
one must return to humanity. This means re-entering the same world 


filled with injustice, immorality, disbelief, and disobedience. 


The mission is to transform this world, convey the message to 
humanity, and work towards reconstructing the world. This is also our 


objective, but this also is not the end of the journey. 


The final stage is to return to Allah, but this time with a significant 
difference: bringing all of humanity along, guiding everyone towards 
Allah by following His prescribed path — pu ol äl go." Now, it 
involves walking towards Allah with humanity, so that the ultimate 
goal of moving towards Allah and His religion becomes the goal of 


our lives. 
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This is the essence of the movement: Islam, which is a complete system of 
life, calls for holding onto it, connecting with Allah, and becoming His. 
This is its primary demand. Along with accepting Allah’s message, we 
must strive to transform ourselves and the world. This is why Allah sent 
over one hundred thousand prophets and messengers to deliver His 
guidance to humanity, but it is Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
who was given the unique distinction of being entrusted with the religion 
of truth, so that he could make it prevail over all other religions. 


Note from the translator: 


This beautiful description outlines the essential attributes of the workers 
of the Islamic movement. Their love and hate should be solely for the 
sake of Allah, unwavering and pure. They should live in this world, but the 
world should not live in their hearts. Their love for Allah SWT should be 
boundless, surpassing all other attachments and driving their actions. They 
should not remain confined to monasteries or isolated in spiritual 
seclusion but should actively engage in the practical world, facing its trials 
with courage and resolve. Their vision and aims should be lofty, focusing 
on the noble goal of transforming the world and its systems. Their 
ultimate aim should be the success and well-being of humanity, working 


tirelessly to uplift and support others. Their entire lives should be 


dedicated to this noble struggle. Their ultimate goal should not remain 
confined to personal Tazkiyyah at the cost of practical struggle in the path 
of Allah, nor should they be so engrossed in logistical matters and other 
aspects that they neglect their own spiritual development. 
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"It is He (Allah SWT) who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the 


religion of truth to manifest it over all religion. And sufficient is Allah as 
Witness." 


Three Spheres of the Movement 


The Islamic movement encompasses three spheres, and it is essential for us 
to consider all three: 


e In the first sphere, we focus on our own selves, our families, our 
relatives, our friends, our companions, and our organization. 
Undoubtedly, if we do not strive for our own reform, if we do not 
dedicate our personal lives and resources in the path of Allah, then our 
claims are not genuine. Our primary responsibility is the reform, 
strengthening, and stability of ourselves and our movement. 


e The second sphere involves the responsibility towards our society, our 
country, and the part of the Muslim Ummah to which we belong. If we 
remain confined within the shell of the Islamic movement and do not 
concern ourselves with the transformation and reform of our society, 
our country, our world, and our Ummah, then we might not even be 
able to protect ourselves. The call to enjoin good and forbid evil is 
essential for our own reform and steadfastness. 


e The third sphere encompasses all of humanity and the global struggle. 
Whether we are few in number or many, the essence of Islam remains 
the same: the belief, obedience, propagation, and establishment of the 
complete Deen. The term "Islamic movement" is an attempt to convey 
this concept in contemporary language. Alhamdulillah, today we are 
not just a few individuals; we are a significant and valuable part of the 
Ummah on this journey. However, even if we were few, we must still 
be concerned with the entire world. We cannot remain detached from 
it, especially in today's era of globalization. We must break this spell 
and illuminate the world with the truth. 


We must keep these three spheres in mind. 


people close to 


Proper understanding of each sphere, setting our goals, and then planning 
and strategizing accurately to achieve these objectives through diligent 
effort and struggle are the tasks we must undertake. 


Ideological struggle 


Ideological conflicts have never ceased in the world, nor will they ever. 
Though clashes and conflicts also occur due to the insatiable hunger for 
gains and the acquisition of material resources, ideological struggles have 


always held a more prominent and undeniable position throughout the 
history of humanity. These struggles have persisted from the beginning of 
time and will continue until the end. Surah Al-Fatiha, which we recite in 
every unit of our prayer, presents us with two forces of humanity: 


Ug pile UgAsall ji£ agile Gasil (all Bljo aabudll Blj&JI ral 

Cw Ll 
“Guide us on the Straight Path, the path of those who have received Your 
grace; not the path of those who have brought down wrath upon 
themselves, nor of those who have gone astray.” 


From this, we can understand that the struggle between those who are 
favored and those who are misguided is eternal. This conflict is reflected 
throughout human history and will persist indefinitely. 


Today, the global struggle that humanity is undergoing can be understood 
through two major paradigms. The first paradigm is characterized by a 
rebellion against Allah, outright denial of Him, or, even when 
acknowledging Allah, asserting dominance of personal desires, intellect, 
and interests over His guidance. This secular or God-less model manifests 
in various forms, such as capitalism, socialism, and fascism. It appears in 
numerous guises and represents a significant stage and model in the 


ongoing civilizational conflict. 


The second paradigm is the one accurately represented by Islam, which the 
Islamic movement has clearly articulated in our era. This conflict between 
faith and disbelief is becoming increasingly apparent and defined each day. 
The significance of this struggle cannot be overstated. The sacrifices made 
and the trials endured by those dedicated to the cause of Islam in their 
quest for the dominance and expansion of truth are the means to achieving 
success in both this world and the Hereafter. 


In this authentic struggle, it is crucial for the Islamic movement, its 
followers, and especially its leaders to fully grasp how to confront forces 
that are considerably stronger in worldly terms. On one hand, we rely on 
Allah’s support, acknowledging Him as the ultimate source of strength and 
our true refuge, and we undertake this endeavor solely for His pleasure. On 
the other hand, a realistic approach necessitates a thorough understanding 
of the risks, challenges, and circumstances we face, and the ability to 
navigate our path effectively within these realities. 


The defeat of Soviet Russia in Afghanistan has been a major turning point 
in history. We need to view the 1979 Iranian Revolution and the existence 
and struggles of Islamic movements within this global context. It is 
essential to assess how the fruits of Afghanistan's successful jihad were 
denied not only to Afghanistan but also to Islamic movements and the 
Muslim Ummah at large. We need to reflect on this tragedy and 
understand, in its light, how we should proceed with our endeavors in the 
future. 


A critical examination of the efforts to distort religion 


The clear concept of religion presented by the Islamic movement, which 
had ignited a new wave of awareness and revival in the Islamic world, has 
now become a target of criticism. On one hand, this concept is under 
attack from the West, while on the other, among those who serve its 
purposes and goals, there are both modernist individuals from within the 
Muslim community and misguided friends whose actions have further 
exacerbated the situation. 


The primary challenge for the Islamic movement is to present, defend, and 
demonstrate the comprehensiveness, balance, and true essence of this 
concept, striving to establish its supremacy and superiority over the world. 


Great figures such as Allama Muhammad Iqbal, Maulana Maududi, Hasan 
al-Banna, and Sayyid Qutb, each in their own distinctive way, have clarified 
and presented this comprehensive concept of Islam to the Muslim Ummah 
and the world. Today, there are various efforts being made to distort this 
concept. At times, it is labeled as "political Islam," while at other times, 
attempts are made to portray Sufi Islam as the authentic model of Islam. 
Additionally, the ill-intentioned are striving to disrupt the balance of this 
methodology, which outlines a clear framework for moral and character 
reform, societal development, leadership transformation, moral teachings, 
education, and the struggle for meaningful change. 


We are the stewards of this call and message, and we must be steadfast in 
our confidence in it. We need to build on the legacy of Syed Maududi 
(R.A.), who profoundly transformed the direction of religious thought in 
the 20th century by presenting, validating, and affirming the superiority of 
this conception of Deen. It is our responsibility to advance this mission, 
expanding and deepening it in both scope and impact. This requires 
rigorous scholarly and research efforts, effective communication, and the 
Strategic use of the most powerful outreach tools. We must not confine 
ourselves to outdated methods but embrace innovative approaches. 


To tackle this challenge, the Islamic movement must prioritize developing 
capable individuals, strengthening institutions, and managing and 
distributing resources efficiently. This approach will ensure that we do not 
merely assign responsibilities but establish a well-organized system with 
the necessary institutions and personnel to meet our needs and fulfill the 
demands of Islam. By implementing this strategy, we can ensure that all 
critical tasks for the success of the Islamic movement are carried out with 
excellence and effectiveness. 


Strategy for Systemic Change 


The second aspect | want to emphasize is that the Islamic movement has 
outlined a crucial method for change. This method encompasses several 
key components: transforming faith, heart, and vision; developing 
personality, ethics, and character; serving humanity; purifying society from 
oppression, subjugation, and immorality; and ultimately, a revolution in 
leadership. This revolution in leadership extends beyond merely preparing 
for political leadership, although political leadership is a significant part of 
it. In essence, it represents a comprehensive transformation of leadership 
across all domains—intellectual, economic, social, educational, and every 


other aspect of life. 


For systemic change, it is essential—indeed, it is a fundamental 
requirement of faith—to utilize all available resources as individuals, 
organizations, and governments, within the boundaries set by Allah and His 
Messenger (peace be upon him). This effort should be directed towards 
establishing justice and righteousness at all levels and ensuring the 
dominance of the Islamic way of life. 


Neglect of the responsibility of dawah 


In this context, the primary responsibility is towards our family: 
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“O you who have believed, protect yourselves and your families from a Fire 
whose fuel is people and stones” (Surah At-Tahrim, 66:6). 


Then comes our neighborhood and society. Can we honestly say that we 
are making efforts to convey the message to our family members, relatives, 
neighbors, and those we interact with in offices or elsewhere where we 
have connections and interactions? It may not be wrong to say that we are 
currently neglecting this responsibility, and without addressing 


this shortcoming, we cannot remain faithful to the movement or present 
ourselves favorably to Allah on the day or judgement. Political work is 
indeed crucial, but it is also a means of dawah for us. We need to reach out 
to people and deliver the message to them. Our fundamental invitation is 
towards Allah and the Deen of Islam, and then towards the movement that 
establishes the Deen of Allah. There can be no excuse or justification for 
any negligence or detachment in this regard. 


Therefore, a significant portion of our time must be devoted to spreading 
the message of religion, addressing doubts, answering questions, guiding 
others towards goodness, and providing reassurance. Embracing the path 
of dawah will inevitably lead to transformative changes in both society and 
politics. Conversely, if our efforts in dawah are weak, political outcomes 
will fall short of expectations. It is essential that our dawah reaches every 
segment of society, from the elite to the common people. 


| want to stress that members of the Islamic movement are increasingly 
falling into a personal bubble. Instead, our approach should be one of 
dedicating our lives to the service of others. We should live for the benefit 
of others, empathize with their sorrows, strive to alleviate their difficulties, 
and share in their joys and pains. This sense of collective responsibility and 
empathy is crucial; without it, we cannot meet the true demands of dawah. 


Have we forgotten how the woman who used to lay thorns on the path of 
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was treated? When the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) noticed that the thorns were no longer on his 
path, did he not go to inquire about her well-being himself?* 


*Indeed, there are numerous examples in Hadith and the Seerah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
forgiving his enemies, including during the conquest of Makkah. Ibn Ishaq reports that the wife of Abu Lahab used to 
throw thorns in the Prophet's path. However, the specific incident involving an old woman laying thorns, although 
widely circulated, is not found in the Hadith collections or early Seerah books. It is therefore possible that this 
particular story may be a misunderstanding or error on the part of respected author. We are also unable to verify the 
authenticity of the other event about Dar Al-Arqam. Wallahu Aalam. 


Can we forget the incident when, after a day of hard work and labor in 
Makkah, the Prophet (peace be upon him) would come to rest at Dar al- 
Arqam, only to be informed of a new caravan's arrival? Did he not, despite 
his exhaustion, insist on delivering Allah's message to them? The 
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) would say, "O Messenger 
of Allah! You are tired and unwell; please rest and convey the message 
tomorrow." Do you not remember the concern of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) that the caravan might leave by morning without hearing the 
message of truth? Thus, even in that condition, did he not go to deliver 
Allah's message to the caravan? This dedication to dawah should be the 
focal point of our lives. Insha'Allah, through this commitment to dawah 
and passion for the truth, change will come, and it will come. However, for 
this to happen, we must fulfill our responsibilities. 


Certainty of the success of struggle 


In addition to our efforts in dawah, we must maintain an unwavering 
conviction that our call is the truth and will ultimately prevail. Doubt or 
hesitation in this regard is unacceptable. History stands as testimony to the 
fact that a handful of determined flag-bearers of dawah have challenged 
formidable powers and altered the course of history. The annals of this 
world are filled with the remains of once-dominant superpowers, and it is a 
historical truth that no superpower has sustained its global dominance 
indefinitely. 


We have witnessed in our own lifetimes how Britain was once referred to 
as the "British Empire" or "Great Britain," because its rule extended over 
such vast territories that the sun never set on its empire and it dominated 
the waves of the seas. Yet, we have seen how that superpower eventually 
dwindled into a mere European country, to the point where it had to apply 
for membership in the European Union. 


What grandeur the Soviet Union once had! When Khrushchev attended the 
United Nations meeting, he famously banged his shoe on the table, 
declaring that he had come to bury capitalism. Today, the Soviet Union's 
existence is but a memory. Similarly, the United States, which is facing 
setbacks in Iraq and Afghanistan and is shaken by the global economic 
crisis, is also on the path to decline and retreat. 


No superpower has lasted forever. We must be confident that the truth will 
ultimately prevail, but it is important to remember that the truth does not 
prevail by itself. It requires effort and sacrifices. Alhamdulillah, today there 
is no corner of the world where there isn’t an Islamic movement presenting 


the true and comprehensive vision of Islam. 


The threats and challenges faced by modern superpowers have also made 
it clear that while a superpower can hold global influence, it cannot achieve 
everything it desires. All its grandeur, technology, wealth, resources, and 
plans can be disrupted by something seemingly minor. There is a notable 
asymmetry of power in the world today. We can see that the weak can 
challenge the powerful, leaving the powerful helpless and impotent. 


In these circumstances, it is our duty to preserve the movement’s vision 
and ideology from any form of distortion, compromise, or weakening. If 
the movement's vision becomes obscured, we will be unable to achieve our 
goals. Conversely, we must remain steadfast in following the path and 
methodology of change as prescribed by the movement. While we may 
encounter setbacks and disappointing outcomes, the ultimate success lies 
with Allah. Our role is to make sincere and earnest efforts as it said: 
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"The effort is from us, and the attainment of its required goals is from 


Allah." We are responsible for striving diligently, while achieving 
completion is a blessing from Allah. On the Day of Judgment, we will be 
accountable for our efforts, so we must not falter in our endeavors. If the 
methodology, balance, and approach that lead to goodness, blessings, and 
the establishment of a system of mercy—demonstrated and set by Allah’s 


Messenger—are neglected or compromised, it will lead to failure. 


Plan according to the requirements of the present era 


Our dawah, struggle, and efforts are centered on seeking Allah's pleasure. 
A critical aspect of this dawah involves preparing capable individuals, 
strengthening institutions, and reaching every front through effective 
planning of tasks and line of action. Alhamdulillah, a large number of 
people are now associated with the movement. This puts an even greater 
emphasis on the need to reassess our strategy and devise a well- 
thoughtout plan to enhance our impact across various fields of life. This is 


our collective responsibility. 


Addressing the challenges faced by the Ummah requires long-term vision 
and planning. While daily tasks and annual plans are essential and 
important, expanding our vision is critical. Although we may not be here 
forever, the message, dawah, movement, and struggle will, In sha Allah, 
continue to progress and play its role. This demands a careful strategic 


planning. 


This is not a novel concept. The story of Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon 
him) illustrates the significance of planning. He prepared for seven years of 
abundance and seven years of famine through meticulous planning. This 
strategic approach exemplified by the Prophets should not be overlooked. 
We need to focus on preparing capable individuals and formulating 
medium and long-term strategies to effectively meet future challenges. 


Another crucial aspect of planning that we often overlook is the need to 
ensure that we should prepare and develop our teams in such a manner 
that not one but several capable and skilled individuals who surpass our 
own abilities should be ready as our replacement in the organization; they 
should be fully capable to perform the roles we currently perform. 
Unfortunately, many of us approach our responsibilities with the mindset 
of doing whatever we can and leaving the rest to chance; [in this manner 
we strive towards execution and do not give due attention to preparing 
those who can perform these roles in future]. This results in a situation 
where, when an individual steps away, there is no one adequately prepared 
to fill the void left behind. 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has bestowed countless 
blessings upon us, but two aspects are particularly significant. First, the 
responsibility of bearing witness to the truth, a duty he established, rests 
upon the Ummah. This mission must continue in a sustained manner and 
nothing should be able to derail it. Second, he left behind a legacy of 
exemplary individuals each of whom was like a shining star and a source of 
light for the world. It is truly remarkable that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) instructed us to follow his Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs. This means that he left behind not only a model of 
conduct but also the leadership and system that would ensure the 


continuity and advancement of this mission. 


Do we, both individually and collectively, embody this mindset and 
approach too? Are we committed to ensuring that our successors are not 
only capable but even surpass us in skill and leadership? Are we diligent in 
recognizing the potential of those around us—those to whom we are 
delivering the message—and in fostering their talents to their fullest 
extent? Neglecting this awareness and effort would be a serious oversight 


and contrary to wisdom. 


Each of us bears the responsibility to actively nurture and prepare 
individuals who can succeed us and further the cause. This is crucial for the 
success of the dawah, the message, and the movement. Insha'Allah, 
success will come, but it hinges on our commitment to fulfill our 


responsibilities and duties. 


(This article is based on the speech delivered at Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan's 
National Leaders' Meeting in Lahore on March 8, 2010) 


Note from the translator: 


In summary, this article highlights several crucial points that, if well 
understood, can significantly contribute to the success of Islamic 
movements today. We must recognize the importance of our connection 
with Allah as well as with people, and our role in guiding others toward 
Allah. Our responsibilities extend beyond personal tazkiyyah and guiding 
our immediate family; they encompass a broader duty to the entire 
Ummah. The Islamic movement's workers are accountable for the welfare 
of their segment of the Ummah, and indeed, the entire Ummah itself. 
The message of Islam is meant for all of humanity, and it is our obligation 
to make every effort to reach out to them. 


In this mission, they will inevitably encounter anti-revolutionary forces 
that have opposed the truth since the beginning of time and will continue 


to attack the righteous from all directions—front, back, left, and right. 


These attacks manifest in various forms, both internal and external. Some 
adversaries use physical weapons like mortars and grenades, while others 
attack with flawed ideologies. Some might label the work of Islamic 
movements as "political Islam" and promote the use of this term as an 
abuse, while others advocate for restrictive approaches, such as certain 
forms of Sufism, that aim to keep people engulfed in the ecstasy of 
certain chants and body movements at the expense of striving for 
providing practical solutions to global problems. Overcoming these 
challenges will require significant sacrifice. 


All possible resources, material as well as intellectual, will have to be 
spent for the furthering of this effort. One will have to climb the Mount 
Safa of their time to propagate this message. One will have to face the 
stones from the Taif of their era. One will have present themselves in the 
battlefields of Badr and Hunain. One will have to knock on every door 
and fulfill the responsibility of dawah. We will need to come out of our 
little bubbles and engage with people, standing with them in their 
moments of happiness and sadness. Even if we are in grief over a personal 
loss ourselves, we will have to exert effort in removing the pain, suffering, 
and sorrows of others. We will need to continue to strive even when 
everything seems to be against us; we will still need to go out on the path 
and still exert effort irrespective of whether it is Spring season or 
Autumn. All this should be done with certainty of success. We should 
continue to strive in hardship while remembering the Prophet (PBUH) 
breaking the stones while digging the trench with resources almost non- 
existent and yet looking at the victory over the greatest empires of the 
time. We should learn from history where superpowers fell at the hands 
of a few apparently weak ones. 


Achieving this global mission will require meticulous planning and a long- 
term vision. We must be able to navigate through immediate challenges 


while keeping our focus on the bigger picture and our long-term goals. 


Since our time is limited, it is crucial to nurture individuals who can carry 
on the mission and ensure that the flag remains steadfast. We need to 
prepare successors who are not only ready to step in but also excel in their 
roles, surpassing our own capabilities. 


Making tireless efforts is within our control; success ultimately comes 
from Allah. We should strive to persist on this path of truth, regardless of 
whether we witness the outcome in our lifetime or if it is those who come 
after us who reap the rewards of our efforts. Our true reward lies with 
Allah alone. 


Intellectual and ideological 
challenges for the Muslim world 


Published in Tarjuman-ul-Quran in the May 2024 edition. 


The current challenge 


Many thinkers in the Islamic world believe we are experiencing one of the 
most tumultuous periods in our history. In the latter half of the last 
century, after escaping the grip of Western colonialism, Muslim countries 
gained independence. However, this newfound freedom brought 
numerous challenges in reconstruction. Simultaneously, the West's 
intellectual, philosophical, economic, military, and cultural dominance 
reached its zenith, leading to a crisis of confidence and certainty among 
our young people. 


The adulation of political leaders, the adoption of Westernized education, 
and the disconnect between new generations and their national traditions 
and Islamic cultural heritage have all contributed to the erosion of our 
society. Consequently, the prevailing life philosophy has disrupted mental 
peace and inner tranquility. The much of our nation's intelligent and active 
class has, in many cases, become only partially Muslim, or even non- 


Muslim, in both belief and practice. 


The current state of the Muslim Ummah is deeply disheartening. It is like 
a powerful ship with broken anchors or a vibrant caravan full of youthful 
energy but lost without direction. We are at a critical point in history 
where 1.8 billion Muslims across 57 independent nations could have 
significant global influence. However, due to internal weaknesses, mental 
subjugation, intellectual chaos, political oppression, and the confusion of 
ignorance, they are overwhelmed by confusion and anxiety. 


Today, Muslims face a great challenge: Can they rise and unite to meet 
the demands of the modem era? Can they change the course of history 
and become pioneers of a new era through a proactive and well- 
considered strategy and wise efforts? It is crucial to understand that if our 


intellectual weaknesses and strategic mistakes cause us to falter in 
response to this challenge, we will be swept away like debris and may not 
recover for a long time. 


The most crucial front 


The most crucial fronts for facing the challenges of our time are the fields 
of knowledge and literature, thought and mastery, research and 
exploration, and dialogue and reasoning. Ideologies and thought hold a 
governing force in human life, just as the brain governs the body. 
Similarly, within a civilization, ideas, beliefs, and thoughts hold the most 
influential and guiding power. Consequently, all economic, political, and 
social affairs are shaped by their influence. They determine the direction 
of the era, provide values and standards, and set the ways of thinking, 


perspectives, and rules of action. 


This is why Islam starts its call for reform with faith, linking the 
betterment of all aspects of life to the strength of our convictions. Today’s 
crisis is especially dire, as corruption in thought is not only eroding the 
broader environment but also actively undermining faith and conviction. 
The primary target of Western ideological dominance is our beliefs, with 


resources and power coming next. 


Today’s crisis is especially dire, as corruption in thought is not only 
eroding the broader environment but also actively undermining faith and 
conviction. The primary target of Western ideological dominance is our 


beliefs, with resources and power coming next. 


Note from the translator: 
To survive and thrive today, therefore, it's not enough to simply pass on 


rituals and worship; we must also engage in an intellectual battle. 


Media and every form of speech and writing are being used to promote 
this agenda. While there have been some limited efforts to respond, a 
systematic and comprehensive struggle has been absent. It is unfortunate 
that key groups seem to be unaware of this critical issue. 


How to restore the confidence 


To restore confidence of the new generation, the following essential steps 


must be taken: 


1. Islam’s Philosophy and Way of Life: A thorough study of Islam’s 
philosophy and system of life should be renewed, presenting its teachings 
with both faith-based and rational arguments in a language that is 
understandable to today’s people. This will make the clear and direct path 
of Islam evident and accessible to everyone. Ignorance and lack of 
awareness are major sources of our problems. Our new generations cannot 
access Islam’s scholarly resources in their original languages, and the 
terminology used in these works is unfamiliar to them. By presenting 
Islam's true teachings in contemporary language and across various 
academic levels, we can tackle a significant cause of deviation from Islam 


and the impact of Western influence. 


Note from the translator: 


Several key actions emerge: 

1. Engage youth with classical and contemporary literature, requiring a 
return to original languages and fostering a love for reading. 

2. Present Islam in today’s language through research and writing, 


understanding modern vernacular and communication methods. 


3. Promote interaction between youth and the elderly for mutual benefits 
and shared knowledge. 


2. Critical Evaluation of Western Knowledge and Civilization: Conduct a 
critical review of Western sciences, arts, and systems of civilization. 
Examine modern knowledge with an open and analytical mind to discern 
what is flawed or discardable and what is valid and useful. Although 
Western intellectual progress was initially influenced by Muslim thought 
and traditions, its subsequent development has been misguided by a 
flawed civilization and materialistic perspective. This has poisoned its 
general approach to thought and philosophy, leading its progress astray. It 
is essential today to abandon a submissive mindset and critically assess 
Western ideas. 


Note from the translator: 


This requires research with an open mindset. It also necessitates that our 
education not be exclusionist. If we don’t present a critical examination of 
Western thought to our youth and highlight both its merits and flaws, 
they may become indoctrinated by its positive portrayal from those who 
have embraced it, whether due to the current dominance of Western 


thought or their inability to distinguish right from wrong. 


3. All sciences should be aligned with Islamic values and developed in the 
right direction. Islam offers a comprehensive perspective, advocating for 
the advancement of all fields of knowledge while ensuring that this 
progress is rooted in solid principles and is sustainable over time. 


4. In today’s world, especially in fields like economics, society, politics, 
administration, and law, new complexities have emerged that must be 
studied with keen insight and mature judgment. It is essential to clearly 
explain how Islamic principles can be applied to contemporary issues to 
build a just and progressive civilization. This includes outlining practical 
frameworks for various aspects of life, such as: 


e The structure of today’s political system under Islamic principles. 

e The framework for economic systems, including how to eliminate 
interest and prevent economic exploitation. 

e Balancing economic development with ethical values. 

e The formation of commercial, criminal, and evidence laws. 

e Guidelines for international politics. 

e Solutions for social issues. 


e The role of the arts in shaping a healthy society. 


Addressing these issues through Islamic guidance will transform lives and 
establish the civilization that Islam envisions. 


Note from the translator: 


This means that rather than blindly following the prevalent conceptions of 
these fields and systems, which have largely been shaped by Western 
imperialism and materialistic thought, we should reimagine them 
according to the Quran and Sunnah through cycles of reflection and 
pondering (Dawrat At-Tadabbur). To achieve this, we need a generation 
of Muslim scholars with a deep understanding of the Quran and Sunnah, 
combined with the critical ability to identify and apply Islamic guidance to 


these fields. These scholars should be able to compare contemporary 
approaches with Islamic perspectives to highlight the commonalities and 
differences. They should possess the knowledge and ability to 
demonstrate that Islam’s conception of these fields offers the best 


solutions for humanity, as it is free from human biases that often favor 
certain groups over others. 


This work is an urgent need of our time. May Allah shower His blessings 
upon those righteous individuals and Islamic movements who have 
endeavored to carry out this mission, dedicating all their capabilities and 
strength to counter the flood of mental slavery. 


It is essential that this task be carried out systematically and on a large 
scale. Institutions should be established that devote all their resources to 
this intellectual and scholarly struggle. A generation of highly capable 
youth should dedicate their lives to this noble cause, making the service of 


Islam their career and committing their lives to it. 


Formation of institutions to achieve this goal 


The establishment of standard, research-focussed and tarbiyyah-oriented 
institutions under an independent and autonomous system is of great 
importance. When setting up such institutions, it is crucial to conduct a 
thorough review of the performance, experiences, successes, and failures 
of previously established institutions. Based on this review, these new 
institutions should strive to defend and promote Islam in the realm of 
knowledge and thought, as mentioned earlier. Their programs should 
include: 


1. Conducting scholarly and research-based work on Islam, clearly 
presenting all aspects of its system of thought and practice. Providing an 
intellectual response to the rising tide of atheism, skepticism, and 
secularism, and presenting the concept of Tawhid with full dignity. 


Note from the translator: 
The above requires staying attuned to the issues faced by the current 


generation rather than getting bogged down in lengthy debates about 
past deviations that were addressed by scholars of previous centuries. 


“They are people who passed away, for them is what they did, and for you 


is what you do, and you will not be questioned about what they used to 
do.” Our responsibility is to address the deviations and false ideologies of 
our time. Any failure in this regard could have serious consequences for 
future generations. 


2. Presenting Islam’s universal message in various languages, considering 
different mental frameworks. Specifically, producing impactful and 
accessible Islamic literature in Urdu, Arabic, English, Hindi, Bengali, 
Indonesian, Swahili, Persian, Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Italian, German, 
French, and other Asian and African languages. Additionally, providing 
high-quality translations of significant books. 


Note from the translator: 


For global outreach, it’s crucial to ensure our literature is available in a 
variety of languages. This is essential for making sure that the same 
revivalist message can effectively reach and resonate with people from 


the East to the West. By providing translations and adapting our content, 


we can bridge cultural and linguistic gaps, ensuring that our message is 
universally accessible and impactful. 


3. Conducting a critical study of contemporary issues, with a particular 
focus on Islamic economics, law, and sociology, ensuring that the research 


meets international standards. 


4. Identifying the current educational needs of Muslims, setting strategic 
goals, and developing curriculum and supplementary literature to meet 
these needs. This also includes a critical review of the literature prepared 
by other religions or ideologies for children. 


5. Strengthening the family system, which is the cornerstone of Islamic 
civilization, against attacks through education, literature, and media. This 
requires robust research and analysis at every level and presenting it as a 
role model to the world. 


6. Carefully studying the treatment of non-Muslim minorities by Muslims, 
as well as the religious and cultural issues faced by Muslim minorities in 


non-Muslim majority countries. 


7. Youth are the most valuable asset of the Muslim Ummah and a prime 
target for adversarial ideologies and civilizations. Therefore, it is essential 
to make deliberate arrangements for the intellectual and academic training 
and guidance of young people. This includes establishing funds for the 
development of talented youth and their research capabilities, as well as 
encouraging and supporting them. It is important to note that within this 
group, Muslim women are particularly targeted by adversaries. 


8. Establishing healthy traditions of discussion, debates, and study circles 
on Islamic thoughts and issues, while striving to create a positive 
atmosphere in support of Islam. 


These tasks should remain at the forefront of scholarly and intellectual 
institutions. Such institutions must facilitate an effective system of 
guidance, encouragement, and accountability. The practice of maintaining 
a stagnant environment and engaging in unproductive activities that keep 
members uninformed should be abandoned. 
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